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Giant Worm Story
Ezra Wu

On July 18th, 2024, we awoke to find
route 101 had been replaced by a giant
worm.

There was little of value to say about this.
It was clear to rational observers that no
scientific cause could be attributed to such a
thing. Nonetheless, from exit 362 to 433,
from San Jose to Fisherman’s Wharf, where
once had been asphalt, now stretched 80
miles of taut, soft worm flesh.

That is not to say there was no cause for
alarm. Instantaneously the heart of the road
network was blocked, and every ventricle of
side street was clogged with commuters,
redirected toward the fastest non-worm
route. Quiet suburbs were flooded with
blaring car horns and rust-colored fumes.

MU I13Y) JO Spasu djeradsap ssa] oY)
MU 03 sAem mou Jurpuy ‘syuounyrede yim
s3urping so1go Suroerdar ‘sajes pue syred
105§ syof Juryred Surysijowap--sSurpunorins
a1y} aaoxdur oy uedaq ojdoad a1p) ‘03 03
3s[o 2IoyMOU SUTARY ‘USY], "SIAJUID 2S3Y) 0}
I0s0> 1245 payuIp uonemndod a1 ‘ouiny 1040
*JX3U 3]} 0) UO PIAOUI UIT) PUE SIJUD
uonendod jsasuap oy je sarjddns ojqeystrod
-uou jo spney I12y3 go paddoip sIapoaym
-81 '08 03 SuI[[IM d1om SIIIYDA IS}
saoerd Tomaj sured (g7 dInol Surureurar
JO UT[dJI] 3Y) YSNOIY) SI[IIYIA IoMdJ YIIA
‘jdepe
0} uedaq eare Aeq oY) UI SJI ‘A[[eNJUAd
pue [ JO WIoM JUEIS d) JO 2IUSIXD
a3 Sunndsip ou sem a1a31) Ing -Ised
a3 Jo wreasp e Jurddrys Aep-om I, “pajeredas
sarrwre,] ‘papuadn SpoOYI[2AIT “Isnipe
0) I2)JEUI [[EWIS OU ‘9SIN0D JO ‘Sem 1]
'sasnq exe—sayojeq ur padnoid
9q 03 9ABY P[NOM 90U P[NOd AT} UYM
pue ‘AJreso] a1qssod se 1saq e pa[[y 2q 0)

Every street, no matter how residential, was
plundered in the sweet, sweet promise of
destination.

The chaos, of course, would not be
allowed to last. A state of emergency was
declared, though there was much debate
over exactly what qualified as essential
travel. Eventually the matter was settled by
means of the national guard issuing traffic
tickets via helicopter--until the roads were
sufficiently cleared for the local police to
resume their typical activities.

The congestion issue thus fined into
compliance, the focus then turned to the
long term. Though the area was riddled
with long snakes of alternative routes, the
loss of such a major avenue meant only the
most vital transportation could feasibly be
allowed, or the system would collapse back
into eternal gridlock. Food, drink,
emergency services was all the meager
network could support. The transportation
of people to fulfill those services would have



