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G
iant W

orm
 Story

Ezra W
u

O
n July 18th, 2024, w

e aw
oke to �nd 

route 101 had been replaced by a giant 
w

orm
�

There w
as little of value to say about this� 

It w
as clear to rational observers that no 

scienti�c cause could be attributed to such a 
thing� N

onetheless, from
 exit 362 to 433, 

from
 San Jose to Fisherm

an’s W
harf, w

here 
once had been asphalt, now

 stretched 80 
m

iles of taut, soft w
orm

 �esh�
That is not to say there w

as no cause for 
alarm

� Instantaneously the heart of the road 
netw

ork w
as blocked, and every ventricle of 

side street w
as clogged w

ith com
m

uters, 
redirected tow

ard the fastest non-w
orm

 
route� Q

uiet suburbs w
ere �ooded w

ith 
blaring car horns and rust-colored fum

es� 

Every street, no m
atter how

 residential, w
as 

plundered in the sw
eet, sw

eet prom
ise of 

destination�
The chaos, of course, w

ould not be 
allow

ed to last� A state of em
ergency w

as 
declared, though there w

as m
uch debate 

over exactly w
hat quali�ed as essential 

travel� Eventually the m
atter w

as settled by 
m

eans of the national guard issuing tra�
c 

tickets via helicopter--until the roads w
ere 

su�
ciently cleared for the local police to 

resum
e their typical activities�

The congestion issue thus �ned into 
com

pliance, the focus then turned to the 
long term

� Though the area w
as riddled 

w
ith long snakes of alternative routes, the 

loss of such a m
ajor avenue m

eant only the 
m

ost vital transportation could feasibly be 
allow

ed, or the system
 w

ould collapse back 
into eternal gridlock� Food, drink, 
em

ergency services w
as all the m

eager 
netw

ork could support� The transportation 
of people to ful�ll those services w

ould have to
 b
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